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He was a first-class executive. In dealing with the
Ethiopian he put everything down on paper first, then
hammered the document sharply home. There was no
loose discussion on matters of no moment. The paper lay
on the table, and Barton sat in the chair at the table-side
until the paper was agreed to.
He would have made an extremely good soldier. He
was Ulster but he knew how to make and how to stand
fast upon a concession. I think, too, that he rather enjoyed
tripping people up.
There were two things that he would not tolerate. One
was mention of the measures which he was taking for the
defence of the Legation in case of need ; the oilier was
white alarmism, which saw in the Ethiopian an unnatural
readiness for rape, loot and massacre.
He knew that the Ethiopian, at the bottom of his heart,
suspected the European, but he was sure that only in the
extreme case of the breakdown of civil institutions would
he attempt a small revenge for his suspicion. Events were
to justify him.
At the time of the Walwal incident Barton had advised
the Emperor not to carry the dispute before the League.
But Haile Selassie—it was his own choice—believed that
the words of Treaties, that the pledges of one nation to
another meant something. He did not deviate from his
League policy.
Barton admired thoroughness. Japanese methods par-
ticularly attracted him. The Japanese had sent a trade
mission to Ethiopia which spent years examining the
Ethiopian market, prices, the ways things were sold in
Ethiopia, the Ethiopians' needs. The little Japanese had
travelled all over the country before going back to Japan :
they had left behind their chief investigator, who learnt
Amharic and made friends with the Foreign Minister.
Thick reports were continually crossing the Indian Ocean
from west to east. " Why don't we do that ? " asked
Barton, rather testily. I asked him if he had suggested to
the Foreign Office that we should ; and Barton gave me
his views on frontiers.
Unorthodox views before the Italo-Ethiopian war, when
Ethiopia was universally regarded as the specimen bad
neighbour. Barton was the first Englishman to show me

